I was thinking about why sites that are deathly personal are also the most popular.  Is it 


that it provides a level of introspection that people are avoiding for themselves?  Is it 


vicarious?  Maybe they subconsciously know that even their closest friend, husband, or 


wife, won't ever come close to the level of honesty being displayed.





Then again, you have the same level of attention going to Jerry Springer (Morton Downey 


Jr. of the '90's), sex scandals of presidents (hopefuls, senators, congressmen), and the 


arrest of Gary Coleman.  Although the two later are driven by the news media taking 


clues from Springer-ish shows that it attracts ratings.





Is it need of humans to continue to be shocked, or some way to fill up the helpless voids 


in their middle-American lives of half-melted bon-bons, dead-end jobs and Married..With 


Children re-runs?





Jerry does it for money.  I know I just do it for fun and the egocentric need to believe that 


people may even compliment me and like it.  It's something to conquer, something that's 


mine, something to do while blowing off the actual work I have sitting on my desk right 


now.





But why do people watch? Is something missing from the human soul in today's day and 


age that wasn't before? It's not a saturation of knowledge, given the average viewer, 


although for some, it may be.  Just a certain level of 'needing to know more?'  And then, 


for the average viewer, a serious lacking in their own daily lives?  The need to feel 


vindicated that they aren't As Fucked Up As Those People?





Damn, I still don't know.
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http://www.stern.nyu.edu/~rcr2
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   /o \\  Horsehead Nebula BBS tribute tag, circa 1986


  /  /\\\ Elmo the Dragon, TDL
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          Don Luby Fan Club, Society Member to Destroy DragonLaw


          (or at least ridicule its exisitence), circa 1985-89
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